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SUBJECT: INDIAN NUCLEAR EXPLOSION: FURTHER COMMENT ON THE 
SITE AND FALLOUT 

1. NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS STATED TODAY THAT, ACCORDING TO WELL- 
INFORMED SOURCES, THE INDIAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION HAD 
SELECTEDTHE SITE FOR THE COUNTRY'S NUCLEAR EXPLSOION TWO YEARS 
AGO. THE POKHRAN RANGE, IN THE THAR DESERT IN WESTERN 
RAJASTHAN, WHERE THE TEST WAS CONDUCTED, WAS CHOSEN BECUASE OF 
THE HARDNESS OF THE ROCKS, PRACTICALLY NO POPULATION, AND THE 
LOW WATER BELT OF ABOUT 300 METERS, WHICH REMOVED ANY DANGER 
OF CONTAMINATION. THE HARD ROCKS AND THE SAND WERE CONSIDERED 
IDEAL TO CONTAIN THE EXPLOSION AND ATOMIC RADIATION. THE ACCOUNTS 
WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE DRILLING WORK AT THE SITE STARTED IN 
NOVEMBER OF LAST YEAR. 

2. AN EYE WITNESS TO THE BLAST, DR. RAJA RAMANA, DIRECTOR 
BHABHA ATOMIC RESEARCH CENTER, STATED THAT THE EXPLOSION 
PRODUCED AN ARTIFICIAL HILL. HE EXPRESSED IT AS "A MOST 
BEAUTIFUL SIGHT WHICH CAME ON THE SKYLINE FROM NOWHERE." HE 
SAID, "THAT WHEN THE EXPLOSIONWENT OFF THERE WAS TREMENDOUS 
UPHEAVAL OF EARTH, SAND, AND STONES, BUT WE WATCHED IT FROM A 
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DISTANCE OF FOUR KILOMETERS. AT THAT TIME WE GOT REPORTS FROM 
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THE AIR MONITORING SECTION THAT THERE WAS VERY LITTLE RADIO 
ACTIVITIY, BUT WE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR US TO GO 
NEARER AND WE SUCCEEDED IN COMING NEARLY 100 METERS AWAY FROM 
THE CRATER, AND THERE WE COULD SEE THIS ARTIFICIALLY-PRODUCED 
HILL, A MOST BEAUTIFUL SIGHT. AND THERE WAS A CRATER, WHICH 
MUST BE EXAMINED AND MEASURED CAREFULLY, THAT HAD A RADIUS OF 
APPROXIMATELY 200 METERS. THE HEIGHT OF THE HILL WAS NOT MEASURED 
EXACTLY." 

3. OTHER NEWSPAPER REPORTS INDICATE THAT INDIAN SCIENTISTS 
ARE BOTH ELATED AND PUZZLED BY THE REPORTED ABSENCE OF ANY 
RADIO ACTIVE FALLOUT FROM THE NUCLEAR EXPLOSION. SOME SAY THAT 
THE INDIAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION HAS DEVELOPED THE 
TECHNOLOGY OF PEACEFUL NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVES TO SUCH AN EXTENT 
THAT THEY CAN BE EXPLODED EVEN AT A FAIRLY SHALLOW DEPTH WITH- 
OUT VENTING AND CONTAMINATING THE ATMOSPHERE. ONE NEWSPAPER'S 
ACCOUNT SAID THAT, ACCORDING THE DECLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS OF THE 
U.S. ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION, AN EXPLOSION OF THIS MAGNITUDE 
(10 TO 15 KILOTONS) AT SUCH A DEPTH IN RAJASTHAN-LIKE TERRAIN, 

WOULD MOST DEFINITELY PRODUCE VENTING, AS WELL AS A SURFACE 
CRATER FOLLOWED BY ATMOSPHERIC CONTA.INATION. 

4. IN CONTRADICTION TO THIS A SPOKESMAN FOR THE INDIAN ATOMIC 
ENERGY COMMISSION SAID YESTERDAY. HOWEVER, THAT THE FALLOUT 
FROM THE EXPLOSION WAS VIRTUALLY "INSIGNIFICANT COMPARED TO 
RADIO ACTIVITY RELEASED BY EXPLOSIONS CONDUCTED BY ADVANCED 
COUNTRIES." HE SAID, "THAT THOUGH NO PRECISE DATA ON FALLOUT 
WAS AS YET AVAILABLE, PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS SHOWED THAT IT WAS 
'ALMOST NIL.'" HE SAID, "THAT SOME SCIENTISTS WENT UP TO 100 
METERS FROM THE HOLE WHERE THE DEVICE WAS DETONATED." 

COMMENT: GEOLOGICAL INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE EMBASSY 
INDICATES THAT THE POKHRAN RANGE IS APPROXIMATELY 576 SQUARE 
MILES. IMMEDIATELY SURROUNDING THE RANGE THE WATER LEVEL IS 
25-101 FEET BELOW GROUND LEVEL. IN ADDITION, THERE IS A LARGE 
SWEET WATER RESERVOIR TO THE NORTH APPROXIMATELY 8 MILES FROM 
THE POKHRAN RANGE. WATER LEVELS IN THIS RESERVOIR ARE 100 TO 
300 FEET BELOW GROUND LEVEL. DEPENDING ON THE CRATERING AND 
EARTH SPLITTING EFFECTS OF THE BLAST. THE GROUND WATER IN THE 
IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF THE BLAST SITE AS WELL AS THE SWEET 
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WATER RESERVOIRS COULD VERY WELL BE CONTAIMINATED. MOYNIHAN 
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